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•	 any plans to commercialise research outputs and any entitlements to commercial returns 

•	 the designation of which party or parties are entitled to communicate on behalf of the 
collaboration

•	 dispute resolution procedures to facilitate the just, e�cient, timely and cost e�ective 
resolution of any issues in dispute

•	
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4.3	� Conduct research responsibly and report potential breaches 
of the agreement

All researchers involved in collaborative research projects must observe responsible research 
practices and report any potential breaches of the agreement in accordance with the 
procedures that are established or referred to in the project agreement.

5.	 Breaches of the Code
Institutions should manage and investigate concerns or complaints about potential breaches 
of the Code in accordance with the Guide to Managing and Investigating Potential Breaches of 
the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (the Investigation Guide).

When developing a collaborative research agreement, consideration should be given at 
the outset to how potential breaches of the Code will be investigated. Institutions should 
consider how preliminary assessments and investigations into potential breaches of the 
Code are to be conducted for multi-institutional collaborations on a case-by-case basis, 
taking into consideration issues such as the lead institution, where the complaint was lodged, 
contractual arrangements, any applicable agreements and where the events occurred. If there 
is a potential breach of the Code, institutions should cooperate to ensure that only one 
investigation is conducted, which may include sharing relevant information. There should be 
clear communication between all parties throughout the investigation.1

6.	 Definitions
Research Project Leader	� Generally, an individual who has primary responsibility for the 

planning, design, approval and conduct of a research project 
from its conception through to its finalisation.

For collaborative research involving researchers at more 
than one institution, one researcher from each participating 
institution may be designated a Research Project Leader. 

Additional Resources
•	 3rd World Conference on Research Integrity – Montreal Statement on Research Integrity 

in Cross-Boundary Research Collaborations 
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