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Editor� s letter

 

by Rob GascoigneResidents of the Eastern suburbs of Sydney, both the imported and the organic, always intrigue me. People from Western Sydney will know where I� m coming from on this. Every time I tell someone from the Eastern Suburbs where I grew up (West Ryde, not exactly the other side of the world) I get the most bizarre 
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�:�K�D�W���Z�D�V���\�R�X�U���¿�O�P���D�E�R�X�W�"

�4�`���Ä�S�T���^�H�Z���H�I�V�\�[���H���Z�L�]�L�U���`�L�H�Y��
old girl who discovers a camera 
whilst playing in her local 
playground. She has been told 
by her Mother not to tell anyone 







So how does it feel to go downhill that 
fast?

You’re feeling a tremendous rush in many 
ways, you’re feeling the power of the wind as 
it hits your body, feeling scared, you’ve gotta 
feel 100% committed to what you’re doing 
and that comes through and constantly gets 
reinforced and repeated in my mind down a 
speed skiing run.

How do you deal with the fear?

There are certain types of people in this 
world who like being frightened, that’s why 
there’s an entire industry of roller coasters; 
people like the kind of fear that keeps them 
awake. I can’t say I’m addicted to fear but 
I do enjoy a challenge and part of that 
challenge is overcoming my own demons 
inside my head and overcoming that fear.

�<�R�X�¶�Y�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���E�H�F�R�P�H���$�X�V�W�F�D�U�H�¶�V��
�$�P�E�D�V�V�D�G�R�U���I�R�U���3�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�W�K���'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V����
What does this role mean to you?

This means that I can help promote people 
with disabilities throughout different areas of 
the world. Australia has a fantastic attitude 
towards people with disabilities and in 
many ways that’s evidenced by our sporting 
culture for people with disabilities. The 

attitudes in different cultures and countries 
are often different; people with disabilities 
can get ostracised from their community 
when they acquire a disability. That’s why 
Austcare have put in place an ambassador 
�M�V�Y���W�L�V�W�S�L���^�P�[�O���K�P�Z�H�I�P�S�P�[�P�L�Z�������I�L�J�H�\�Z�L���P�[���P�Z��
such a unique group in developing nations.

�0�D�\���������������L�V���/�D�Q�G�P�L�Q�H���$�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�H�H�N����
�:�K�D�W���D�U�H���W�K�H���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���$�X�V�W�F�D�U�H�¶�V��
�3�O�D�\�L�Q�J���)�L�H�O�G�V���Q�R�W���0�L�Q�H�¿�H�O�G�V���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�"

Firstly to make people aware of landmines 
and the impact and issues related to 
landmines. Most people think of landmines 
and think of clearing landmines but landmine 
action is so much more than just clearing; 
it’s working with communities that are 
affected by landmines, securing areas where 
landmines have been placed, supporting 
people who have been injured by landmines 
and supporting their carers and families. 
Also, to clear the landmines so the land can 
�I�L���\�Z�L�K���M�V�Y���N�Y�V�^�P�U�N���M�V�V�K���V�Y���M�V�Y���W�S�H�`�P�U�N���Ä�L�S�K�Z��

How can students get involved?

Austcare is doing some fantastic work in the 
landmine action area. They can be contacted 
via their website.  
www.austcare.org.au

�4�P�J�O�H�L�S���4�P�S�[�V�U���O�H�Z���I�L�L�U��

�Z�R�P�P�U�N���Z�P�U�J�L���O�L���^�H�Z��

�[�O�Y�L�L���`�L�H�Y�Z���V�S�K�����(�[���U�P�U�L��

�O�L���O�H�K���H���`�L�H�Y���V�M�M���M�Y�V�T��

his favourite sport when, 

�K�\�L���[�V���I�V�U�L���J�H�U�J�L�Y����

�V�U�L���S�L�N���^�H�Z���H�T�W�\�[�H�[�L�K����

�/�L���^�H�Z���I�H�J�R���Z�R�P�P�U�N���[�O�L��

�U�L�_�[���`�L�H�Y���H�U�K���O�L���O�H�Z�U�»�[��

�S�V�V�R�L�K���I�H�J�R���Z�P�U�J�L����

In 88.5, you set a Speed Skiing World 

�5�H�F�R�U�G���R�I���R�Y�H�U���������N�P���S�H�U���K�R�X�U�����'�R���\�R�X��generally know how fast you’re going? 

�&�D�Q���\�R�X���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q����������

 

and9180 km? 

You can certainly tell the difference over a 2 0 km range, what you can’t tell is �Z�V�T�L�^�O�L�Y�L���P�U���H�������������R�T���Y�H�U�N�L�����@�V�\���J�H�U��guess but you’re never exactly sure how fast you’re going until you see your speed. �0�M���`�V�\���R�U�V�^���H���W�L�Y�Z�V�U���V�Y���N�Y�V�\�W���[�O�H�[���^�V�\�S�K���I�L���V�M���P�U�[�L�Y�L�Z�[���[�V���<�5�:�>���Z�[�\�K�L�U�[�Z���H�U�K���Z�O�V�\�S�K���I�L���W�Y�V�Ä�S�L�K���O�L�Y�L�����[�L�S�S���\�Z���H�I�V�\�[���[�O�L�T�����;�O�L�`���Z�O�V�\�S�K���I�L���W�Y�L�Z�L�U�[�S�`���V�Y���M�V�Y�T�L�Y�S�`���H�M�Ä�S�P�H�[�L�K���^�P�[�O���<�5�:�>�����:�L�U�K���H�U���L�T�H�P�S���^�P�[�O���Z�\�I�Q�L�J�[���¸�:�U�H�W�Z�O�V�[�¹���[�V���I�S�P�[�a�L�K�P�[�V�Y�'�Z�V�\�Y�J�L���\�U�Z� �̂��L�K�\���H�\����
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�<�R�X�U���Q�H�Z���D�O�E�X�P���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G��



Monday
22 May

Ping Pong 
 

11am 
Play the game with the silly name! 
Roundhouse 
Free

UNSW Bridge Club
  

12 - 2pm  
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Socratic Society  
Philosophy Seminar

 
12 - 1 pm 
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Bookings 9385 4881

Public Speaking 
MadeEasy

5 week workshop
STARTS WED 31 May

6:30pm - 8:45pm
Cost: $198
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frenzy, then perhaps you should 
consider exploring the land of 
beer and sausages some other 
time!

So, once you’ve got a destination 
in mind you need to start 
thinking about the practicalities. 
Accommodation is a good place 
to start as arriving in a country 
without a pre-planned bed is not 
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