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*This document is under review, if you have any input, please email safety@unsw.edu.au. 

HS629 Transport of Dangerous Goods by Air Guideline  

Introduction 

This guideline describes options that are available for shipping dangerous goods by air and the criteria that need 

to be considered in order to choose the best option. It applies to intrastate, interstate, and international shipping.   
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1. Scope 

It applies to all staff at UNSW who may be required to ship dangerous goods by air, no matter what the quantity.  

2. Sending Dangerous Goods 

Anyone who sends dangerous goods by air must ensure that they are properly packed, marked, labelled and 
declared. The person sending the goods is also required to be trained. The dangerous goods can only be lodged 
with freight forwarding companies or airlines. To find dangerous goods consultants, trainers, and suppliers of 
packaging, labels and documentation go to: https://www.casa.gov.au/. 

3. Establishing How the Goods Will Be Sent 

Your first consideration should be whether you really need to send the goods. Are the goods available for 
purchase at the location you are sending them to? If the answer is ‘no’ then your next step is to consider if the 
goods can be sent by other means such as road, rail or sea. If the answer is again “no” then you need to consider 
whether you will pack, mark, label and declare the goods according to CASA and IATA regulations or engage a 
shipper of dangerous goods to do this for you. If you are travelling as an airline passenger, limited types of 
dangerous goods may be taken as carry-on baggage, check-in baggage or on your person. 

4. Choosing to Use a Commercial Packing Service 

This may be the cheaper alternative if you are sending dangerous goods by air irregularly. You can find current 
service providers at: https://www.casa.gov.au/. Freight forwarders that will carry dangerous goods can be found 
at: https://www.casa.gov.au/. 

If you choose to Pack, Mark, Label and Declare Dangerous Goods  

If you choose to regularly send dangerous goods by air yourself this may be the more cost-effective alternative. 
In coming to this decision, you need to consider the cost and time of purchasing the required packaging, labels 
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