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 Field Trip Staf f 
 
A/Prof  Lisa Schwanz ( Course Convener)  
My research focuses on the evolutionary and behavioural ecology of terrestrial vertebrates. I’m 
particularly interested in how animals respond to change in their environments. How do they 
cope behaviourally and physiologically with environmental stressors, and what does it mean for 
their reproduction and survival? My recent research has focused on how egg temperature 
impacts sexual development (male or female) and other phenotypes in reptiles. If you see a 
bearded dragon, catch it for me because it may be sex reversed as a result of climatic warming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prof. David Eldridge 
I work for the NSW government and as a Professor in the School of BEES at UNSW. My 
research focuses on arid ecology, and I have worked in arid zones around the world for 
several decades. I largely focus on understanding the impacts of human-induced land uses in 
drylands, and the links between land-use change and environmental change. My projects 
cover broad areas of rangeland ecology, ecosystem engineering (the effects of organisms on 
soil processes), soil biology, soil chemistry, restoration ecology and microbiology. 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Isaac Towers  
I am a postdoc working in the Falster lab in the School of BEES. My research focus is on 
trying to understand why plants have evolved to employ the ecophysiological strategies 
that we see today, and how this helps them cope in different environments. I completed 
my PhD at UQ where I worked with annual plants in the semi-arid southwest Western 
Australian woodlands. There, I aimed to investigate whether spatial patchiness in aspects 
of the environment like canopy cover promoted species diversity. Here at UNSW, I work 
mostly on analyzing big trait data and mechanistic modelling in forest communities, 
specifically Eucalypt forests, with the aim of understanding how climate shapes the 
evolution of trait diversity. 
 
 
 

Guy Taseski  
I am a technical officer in the School of BEES. I have always had a keen interest in the natural 
world and have always enjoyed collecting objects to examine since childhood. I did my 
undergraduate degree at UNSW (2016), and it is here where I began to appreciate the plant 
kingdom in all its variety and form. After my degree, I worked for the National Herbarium of New 
South Wales, where I looked after the herbarium collection, performed curatorial duties, and 
collected numerous botanical specimens from across New South Wales. While originally 
starting out in ecology, I have shifted my focus towards taxonomy and have a keen interest in 
Australian Lamiaceae (particularly the genus Prostanthera), and the distribution of weeds 
(particularly feral opuntioid cacti). 
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7. Assessment T asks 
Instructions and assessment criteria for assignments are included in this book.  
 
 Task % of Tota l 

Mark Due Date How t o 
Submit  

Literature discussion 1. Leading Discussion 
Paper (group) 5 See roster on 

Moodle In class 

2. Discussion Paper 
Questions, 3 
(independent) 

15  
(3 papers × 
5%) 

11pm on.926 rt926 rt9262.98 reTc 0 Tw -1.168 -1.00.98 708.80.001 Tuo MC 
/P a1 Tc -0. 28.38 re
f
367.5 718.02 0o26 rt9262.98 reTc 0 Tw -1.168 -1.00.98 708.80.001 Tuo.3 (aper)-1.3 ( )]TJ
2.946 0 Td
o 736.98 Tm
[(d)2.1 (i)9.5 (s)6 (cu)8.1 (ssi)9.4 (o)2.2 ( reTc 09 >>BDC 
er)-1.Moodle
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8. UNSW Academic Honesty and Plagiarism Policy  

PLEASE READ CAR EFULLY 
 

What i s Plagiarism?  
 
Plagiarism is the presentation of the thought s or work of another as one’s own. 
*Examples include:  
 

�x direct duplication of the thoughts or work of another, including by copying material, 
ideas or concepts from a book, article, report or other written document (whether 
published or unpublished), compo sition, ar twork, design, draw ing, circuitry, computer 
program or software, web sit e, Internet, other electronic resource, or anoth er person’s 
assignment without appropriate acknowledgement;  

�x paraphrasing another person’s work with very minor changes keeping  the meaning, 
form and/or progression of ideas of the original;  

�x piecing together s ections of the work of others into a new wh ole;  
�x presenting an assessment item as independent work when it has been produced in 

whole or part in collusion with other people, for example, anot her student or a tutor; 
and 

�x claiming credit for a proportion a wor k contributed to a group assessment item th at is 
greater than that actually contributed.†  

 
For the purposes of this policy, submitting an assessment item that has already been submitted for academic credit 
elsewhere may be considered plagiarism. 
 
Knowingly permitting your work to be copied by another student may also be considered to be plagiarism. 
 
Note that an assessment item produced in oral, not written, form, or involving live presentation, may similarly contain 
plagiarised material. 
 
The inclusion of the thoughts or work of another with attribution appropriate to the academic discipline does not 
amount to plagiarism. 
 
The Learning Centre website is main repository for resources for staff and students on plagiarism and academic 
honesty.  These resources can be located via: www.lc.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism 
 
The Learning Centre also provides substantial educational written materials, workshops, and tutorials to aid students, 
for example, in: 
�x correct referencing practices; 
�x paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing, and time management; 
�x appropriate use of, and attribution for, a range of materials including text, images, formulae and concepts. 
 
Individual assistance is available on request from The Learning Centre. 
 
Students are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study and one of the identified 
causes of plagiarism is poor time management.  Students should allow sufficient time for research, drafting, and the 
proper referencing of sources in preparing all assessment items. 
 
* Based on that proposed to the University of Newcastle by the St James Ethics Centre.  Used with kind permission from the 
University of Newcastle 
† Adapted with kind permission from the University of Melbourne. 
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10. Additional R esour ces and Suppo rt  
 

 
Text Books  

 
Recommended te xts (bookshop and UNSW library):  
Ward, D. (2008). The Biology of Deserts. (Oxford University Press, London)  
Whitford, W.G. (2002). Ecology of Desert Systems. (Academic Press, New York)   

 
Course Manual  

 
Available in print and as a pdf file on Moodle 
 
 

 
Required and 
Supplementary Readings  

 
Discussion papers will be announced and available on Moodle 
 
 

 
Recommen ded Internet 
Sites  

 
Links available on Moodle  
 
 

 
11. Course Evaluation and Development  

 
Student feedback is gathered periodically by various means. Such feedback is considered carefully with a view to acting on it 
constructively wherever possible.  This course outline conveys how feedback has helped to shape and develop this course. 

 
 
Mechanisms of 
Review  
 

 
Last Revi ew 
Date 

 
Comments or Changes Re sulting from Reviews  
 



 

10 
 

12. Field Trip  
 
SCHEYVILLE NATIONAL PARK 
 
*** This  field t
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13. ASSESSMENT TASK DETAILS 
 
Feedback will be given in the form of marks & comments with in 2 weeks after submission for each 
assessment . Marking rubrics will also be ret urned to students with their marks for the project proposal 
and final report . 
 

13.1 Leading Paper Discussio n (group)  

 
During class time in Weeks 2-5, we will discuss as a class two scientific papers from the primary literature (10 
mins each ). The papers will be available on Moodle. For each paper, an assigned group of students will provide 
2-3 slides oriented towards stimulating class discussion of the paper. Each student will be involved in leading 
discussion for one paper during the term. The grading for this is focused on 1) facilitation of class discussion – 
THIS IS NOT a paper presentation; 2) clear understanding of the concepts and findings of the paper; 3) 
description of one data figure from the paper. 
 
Slides – 1-3 slides on Motivation, Results and Implications. Have a clear description of at least one graphical 
result from the paper. You will be graded down if you have too many slides. The slides should be designed to 
facilitate discussion. This is NOT a presentation, it is a discussion. 
 
Leading dis cussion – VERY FEW STUDENTS will have read the paper. Engender class participation in 
discussion with broad concept questions (e.g. When you think of [TOPIC X], what images/ideas come to mind? 
How do the results inform the impact of climatic warming?). Consider having a 3-minute small group discussion on 
a question prior to class discussion. Your score will depend strongly on your ability to encourage class discussion. 

 
 
 
13.2 Questio ns for Paper Disc ussion (independent)  
 
Eight (8) total papers will be discussed in class, two per class meeting. You are encouraged to look at all of them. 
One class, you will lead discussion on one paper (s
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13.4 Datasheet and Materials list  (group)  
 
Datasheet (pdf): As part of designing the overall group research project, each student group will design a 
datasheet to use in the field. These datasheets should anticipate the quantity, type and frequency of data 
collection. A good datasheet prompts t he user to coll ect all  of the necessary data.  Data sheets may be busy 
data tables with a single row for each object sampled and columns for the data collected on th
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13.6 Draft figures (indep endent)  
 
Following completion of data collection, each student must independently generate a publication-style graphical 
presentation of their main data. Students may discuss the importance and implications of their data with their 
group mates, but the figures must be generated individually. 
 

1. The figure must present data collected on the field trip; the data can be raw (e.g. scatter plot) or 
summarized (e.g. bar graphs presenting means) 

2. Create a figure that conveys the important finding of the results 
3. Try different visual approaches to increase the clarity in the figure (e.g. should a bar plot be ‘grouped’?) 
4. The figure can include up to 2 panels 
5. A caption (aka ‘legend’) describing the figure must be included 
6. You can use whatever software program you choose, but I suggest avoiding the default settings of Excel 

 
Figures will be submitted via Moodle. The 3-4 figures submitted for each group will compete against each other in 
a class vote for best group figure. The winner within each group will get 1 percentage point extra credit on their 
final report, up to the maximum report score. 
 

 
 
13.7 Peer Review of  draft figures (inde pendent)  
 
Following draft figure submission, each student will be assigned (via Moodle) two figures  from their peers. 
Students will provide constructive comments on the two figures to assist their peer improve the figure.

Learning Objectives: 
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13.8 Project  presentation (group)  
 
Each group will give a 10-min ute  powerpoint presentation on their research project. The presentation should 
include conceptual background/motivation, objectives of the research, graphical presentation of the results 
(including clear verbal explanation of the graph), and discussion of the results. Each student in the group must 
speak. 
 

 
 
 
13.9 Project Report (independent)  
 
A final report (5-6 pages, excluding references) on the research project is due in the last week of term. The report 
must be prepared independently by each student, but can use text written by the group in the Proposal (subject to 
improvement). Include the following sections: 

1. A 2-3-paragraph introduction explaining the conceptual background and moti(r)6. aB5 (ot)3.5 (H0.3 (ou)6.1 (n)6.0.00odjt[1)1.5 (n)62 (c)-2 f 0 Td
[(o)-2.9 (f) -0.001 TIncludpr
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