


way to the arboreal Carnaby’s Wall Skink that also likes the 
climbing surfaces of buildings. 
 

o what about all these ultra-venomous snakes that supposedly 
lurk in the bushes waiting to strike out at an unwary visitor? Well 

you will probably be lucky to see a snake as they are not abundant 
(as a ‘top’ predator), they are secretive and they tend to be more 
active at night as the days warm up into summer. However, be 
careful around areas where there is obviously lots of potential prey, 
such as dense vegetation near earthen tanks (frogs and birds), 
burrows and deeply cracked soils (reptiles and mammals), fallen 
timber (reptiles) and some of the debris of pastoral activities (metal 
dumps with reptiles and probably house mice). You should be very 
careful collecting firewood and you should investigate fallen timber 
before needlessly removing it as this is prime reptile habitat. Look 
down the list and you will see that many species are dependent on 
timber debris for shelter and foraging habitat. Spare them a thought 
next time y







Blind or worm snakes (Typhlopidae) 
Ç Ramphotyphlops bituberculatus Prong-snouted Blind Snake 

(0.3 m) ☺ 
Brown through to black with pointed snout. Burrowing in soil beneath 
rocks, logs or debris. 

Ç Ramphotyphlops australis (0.5 m) ☺ 
Brown, grey-brown or purplish-brown, blunt rounded snout. Nocturnal and 
rarely emerge from shelter, eat termites and ants. 

Pythons (Boidae) 
Ç Liasis stimsoni  Stimson's Python (0.75 –1 m) ☺ 

Light brown with dark blotches and bands. Nocturnal and terrestrial found 
in rocky outcrops, large isolated trees on watercourses and spinifex 
clumps 

Ç Morelia spilota Carpet Python (2 – 4 m) ☺ 
Pale to dark brown with blackish blotches or variegations. Ventral surface 
cream or yellow. Nocturnal and crepuscular, arboreal or terrestrialinm45690oTm
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