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Useful Links

 Handbook Class Timetable 

 Course Details & Outcomes 
Course Description
A continuation of the problem-oriented approach begun in PSYC7212, this course examines the 
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theoretical basis of models of psychopathology, assessment and intervention, and related 
professional issues. This course covers a range of topics which include psychopharmacology, 
and evidence-based practice for a range of conditions. The course entails 2 x two-hour face-to-
face workshops each week, delivered by UNSW School of Psychology academics as well as 
discipline-expert guest speakers. There is an emphasis on the development of critical evaluation 
of the evidence base for psychological therapies; hence, in the final weeks, candidates work in 
groups to develop their own workshops on an evidence-based psychological therapy to deliver to 
the class.

Course Aims
The overall aim of this course is to present an advanced-level coverage of the theoretical basis of 
models of psychopathology, assessment and intervention, and related professional issues. The 
lectures will introduce a range of advanced topics which include psychopharmacology, and 
evidence-based practice for a range of complex conditions. The guest speakers will offer 
discipline-specific expert content knowledge on specialised areas of psychological practice. The 
candidate-run workshops will provide “hands-on” experience in the development of critical 
evaluation of the evidence base for psychological therapies.

Relationship to Other Courses
This course is a continuation of the problem-oriented approach 

appr



CLO3 : Compare and contrast psychopharmacological therapies 
used in the treatment of psychological disorders, and identify the 
advantages and disadvantages of each. 

Psychopharmacology 
Essay

 
CLO4 : Evaluate how common psychotropics interact with 
psychological treatments and describe the resultant implications 
for inter-professional practice.

Psychopharmacology 
Essay

 
CLO5 : Identify 
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Assessment Item Weight Relevant Dates
Psychopharmacology Essay
Assessment FormatIndividual

35% Start DateNot Applicable
Due DateWeek 2

Evidence-Based Practice Essay
Assessment FormatIndividual

35% Start DateNot Applicable
Due DateWeek 7

Group Presentations
Assessment FormatGroup

30% Start DateNot Applicable
Due DateWeek 7 or 8

 Assessment Details 
Psychopharmacology Essay 

You will be expected to answer an essay question in 1500 words (max) on the topic of 
psychopharmacology and its relationship with Clinical Psychology practice. This essay question 
will be based on content provided in the first pharmacotherapy workshop, and informed by 
independent literature reviews that you are expected to conduct. An assessment guide and 
marking rubric will be provided with further details and expectations. The essay is due in Week 2. 
Feedback will be provided in Week 4 through comments and a marked rubric. All assessments 
use competency-based standards. You must receive satisfactory on all assessment items to 
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Group Presentations 

You will work in pairs to present an empirically-supported treatment (EST) for a specific 
disorder / problem for approximately 110 minutes (a 2 hour workshop with breaks). 
Presentations typically take place in Weeks 9 and 10. Your team will be provided with key 
readings on each EST, and your team is expected to use these readings as a starting point from 
which to base your own literature review on the EST. Your team should develop a resource 
package that contains items including key readings, links to relevant demos, and provision of 
materials like self-monitoring forms, treatment manuals, or other therapeutic aids. You will be 
expected to distribute this 
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Satisfactory



Week 5 : 26 June - 30 June Lecture Tue 27/6: 10am-12pm
 Mathews 927

CBT for Insomnia - Dr Elizabeth Mason

 



 Mathews 927

Eating disorders - Dr Alice Kesby
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UNSW Academic Skills Support

ELISE

Turnitin

Student Code of Conduct

Policy concerning academic honesty

Email policy

UNSW Anti-racism policy statement

UNSW Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion policy statement

Additional Costs
Not applicable.

Course Evaluation and Development
Please provide any feedback to the Course Convenor and we will do our best to incorporate this 
in order to improve the student experience for future years.

 Staff Details 
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Comply 
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by logging onto myUNSW and following the link in the My Student Profile Tab. Medical 
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