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 Course Details & Outcomes 
Course Description
This course is for students enrolled in the postgraduate MPsychol(Forensic) Program. Students 
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are required to complete an empirical research project under the supervision of a member of 
academic staff in the School of Psychology which is written up as a thesis in the form of a 
journal article. Research projects may be carried out on any topic that is relevant to forensic 
psychology.
The thesis and research project are assessed across three courses – Thesis 1, Thesis 2 and 
Thesis 3 – in which students would normally be expected to enrol for terms 1 to 3 respectively. 

Course Aims
The overall aim of this course is for students to further develop advanced-level skills in 
designing, undertaking and reporting empirical research relating to forensic psychology. This is a 
capstone activity. The research project, thesis, associated supervision, and presentation of 
research findings will provide “hands on” experience conducting and communicating research 
with relevance to forensic psychology.

Course Learning Outcome
Course Learning Outcomes
CLO1 : Plan and execute a research-based project that is applicable to the field of forensic 
psychology.
CLO2 : Critically review literature associated with a research-based project.
CLO3 : Independently undertake research activities in an ethical manner.
CLO4 : Apply a high level of critical thinking and technical skill in research design and 
communication.
CLO5 : Present a clear and coherent synthesis of forensically relevant, ethical research, and its 
significance to a variety of audiences.

 
 

Course Learning Outcomes Assessment Item
CLO1 : Plan and execute a research-based project that is applicable 
to the field of forensic psychology.

Satisfactory Progress 
Report (#2)

 
CLO2 : Critically review literature associated with a research-based 
project.

Satisfactory Progress 
Report (#2)
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See template on Moodle

Submission notes

This assessment must be submitted via email by your supervisor to the Masters Thesis 
Committee.

Assignment submission Turnitin type

This is not a Turnitin assignment

 General Assessment Information 
You will be required to demonstrate satisfactory progress with your thesis project and write-up. 
Your supervisor will need to complete the Progress Report (#2) and submit in the form of an 
email to the MTC by 5pm Friday of Week 11, T2. The report asks your supervisor to confirm that 
your progress with your thesis is satisfactory and that you are on track to submit by the due date. 

Grading Basis

Standard

Requirements to pass course

The students’ supervisor must confirm that the student is on track with their thesis project via 
submission of Progress Report #2.

Satisfactory progress may be demonstrated in a number of ways, including but not limited to: 
submitting for feedback a draft of one or more sections of your thesis (e.g., Introduction, 
Method); proof of having met each goal and timeline to date. Your supervisor will use their 
experience supervising theses and their informed judgment to evaluate your progress. 

 Course Schedule 
Attendance Requirements
This course consists of individual supervision sessions with academic members of staff and 
external supervisors (on a case-by-case basis). The supervisor will provide the statistical support 
necessary for successful completion of the agreed thesis project. Additional statistical 
resources are also available via various subscription based websites (e.g., Laerd Statistics).  

 Course Resources 
Prescribed Resources
Not applicable

Course Evaluation and Development
Student MyExperience responses are reviewed each year to infor iterative course 
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 Staff Details 
 

Position Name Email Location Phone Availability Education Learning Support 
Contact

Primary 
Contact

Convenor Richard Kemp richard.kemp@unsw.edu.au  On request No Yes
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 UNSW has a standard late submission penalty of:

5% per day,
for all assessments where a penalty applies,
capped at five days (120 hours) from the assessment 
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Honours E-mail: honours.psychology@unsw.edu.au
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